54

Phuotns couricsy oF Pecels

By Kambricl

Laad by brothees Bret and Bart Helm, Awdrea s ke o Volver Uml-rr:,.'rnum] fisr
the second milleanium. blureing the lines between swectness and depravary.
with their own un;qut: bhrand of m'!ryhni'lg' il'lmugl'l musie. Audm’s ST TN o
all up front and bratally honest. stripped down to the core. covering imagery
from the darker corners of life as diverse as shoplifting transvestites and
ramantically adel, suicidal Ophclias. We were recently lucky onough 1o aii-
ness their Diest cast coast show. and wanted 1o delve docper bencarh the sur-
fwee of the minds behind the musse.

SENTIMENTALIST: Audra o gor ek from Projelafese i Priladefphiar,
_rrmr_ﬁm ahane o the Fase Coase. Haowe HWIIH_WH TR PN EXPOENT
bl af yowr performnes aied the festival as o swlale?

BRET: The ProjekiFest was one of the bese times ee had in my life.. ] probs
ably gor a wial of 8 hours sheep the entire time, It was just non-siop fun.
Seeve Roach was in the room next o ours and in the moming weid wake up

(i wee were hocky o get any sheep) and we coubd hear him dhrough the walls

rehearsing.  [v was just like lisiening w one of his CIx%. | was cxiremely
happy with both of our performances. 1 remember looking ou ine the
crowd during our show at The Trocaders and there was a guy in the very
fromt who was singing along with every single song of ours.. It was hard 1w
come back home afier thar experience.

SENTIMENTALIST: Affer buving reveived such an entlnsiastic reaction fFom
il Philuadelpliia crmoeds, are you thinking af pltnning ot fitsire ease coast fonr?
BRET: Absolutely! At the moment we are working on a few dares in
nany, bur we have every

Hollywood, San Francisco, Denver and even Ge
intention of doing a tour from Chicage o the East Coast,

SENTIMEMNTALIST: Awdrr seems caqraally adept ae playing botle all-one elee-
sriv stonge shows, el simpler, more personal, seonstic seee. Wiar oo you fland
st appeselivng i el of these fivas of wsical expression and perforsce?

mane, like doing a show in your own Jiw-

BRET: The acoustic shows are
ing roon. | think it's rally impresive o be able wo ke any song from your
record and play it with only an acoustic guitar and a voice. Bare and | have
cally as many times ax with the Tull band, so

probably performed aco
thars why we are really comborable with it Bue nohing beats being on
stagy with the band.

SENTIMENTALIST: Sone of David Bowie's legeadary authems seewied o be

a rooneiitg Hhewse wt ProjebiFes’s acowsic shons, itk fudiehs Cliistapler
Papids “Figgy Starlnse ™. Pl Miveor Reveals” "Heroes”, anel -y owm rennelye
vion af “Spurce Cheledivy” wilvich really ded juscice to the oviginal,
smertcheed Mr Bowic's own menge and comotions so well that i smne cesed their
eypes, they wouldn's bave Luotwss it wvis o cover! Wilkee, if aniy axffece has Bowie's
sniesic Duiel oit yoier o, atitel st s it arbonit Inivne that fira captieeed yeour aned

Your vosce

continiees to dreee your fie I wsic?
BRET: What first capiured me was thar voice? His voscal range is just inered

ible, Bur to me, the most inspiring thing about Bowie is thar he didn’ just

write good singles, he wrote incredible albums that were cach dilferemt from
the previous one. The popular single ofl of the D Dogs alban was
Febel Rebel, which is a grean song, b people who just bought the single
woukdit have heand the beasy of *Sweer Thing,” “We Are The Dead™, o
“Big Brother.” As an argse that is whae 1 wane o achieve. 1 dont wane 1o
just Wl Gne SO, that L'\'L"l'}'LbLH]y likes and focus iy AT 00 Wlililij.{
anosther one to march,  For us, ics all about trying to make a grear second,
where every song could be your Bivorite..,

SENTIMEMNTALIST: Wi was pour experience collalrorating witl Bleck
Lipe far a Biwe Ciel far their allum “The Seavenger Bride” fifee—Wits it dfiffer
ent fior your working with other monsicians?

BRET: A fow months before | went om o New York o record the songs
with Sam, he senn me a demo CLF with the songs he wanied me o sing,
complete with lyrics and miclody. 1| had never recordad on anyone ose’s
allwrn before so | was kind of nervous and didoi know what w expect work-

ing with a
o 1o oy o

the studio and recond. 1 think the new Black rl:.lpt.' allw
I'm very |'r|r.':l.\.l|."|.1 with the EVTTERS | Iu'rli!rll'll.‘i.l 0,

SENTIMENTALIST: Yowr wew abbum "Geing to the Thearre” descriles the
cluanges invelved in diffevent eharacters lives sweliiel bﬁiﬂg;i thent from childhaod
innter atelselilooeed,  €aane yosr relate some experiences from your owon clvildbood it

I}ma_ﬁ'rf le” to wiesic atined uﬂuwydnﬁme'yﬂmfm solery?

BRET: When we were kids growing up in Chicago, we wsed w sic around
in the Tron room and our dad would play us Frank Sinarra records. Than is
probably my carlicst memory of music, | look back ar my childhood a lot
and there are a lon of memaorics thar inspire my writing. The new allwm def-
initely focuses on how people turn out because of the things thar we expe-
rienoed as kids, Layla, (my girliviend), and [ were just mlking abour this las
night, how there are some poople who've experienced grear ragedics in their
like aned as @ resuli are really mean and segative wwards people. 1 think that
it is such a beautiful thing when the opposite happens, when people in turn

trear poople just the opposite...

SENTIMENTALIST: €hher fuemels vl silliing sesiciaes sl play togetler,
o sosnetinees said it aften there i e a sore of fnswitive conuection wwhen
warking topether. When yor are wriring songs. alo yerr aawe a sevese of wlere the
n:fu-r-;u-rmu Seeri fo g fe gt arithe at senig irri tlhereer If".ﬂ-l'r-r-'r-'u_q' I st extensive-
Iy

BRET: Definitely. One tme, | wrote a bass line for a new song idea, b
couldn't come up with a change. Bart was also working on a song and had
a part written. So we got together and played the two pans amd they ended
up being in the same key and they B wogether perfectly and that song is now
“Cupid” of of our first recond. Tha kind of soll happens all duwe dme. We
seem 1o always know what each other is thinking, . I's kind of like The
Shining except withour the blood in the clevano,

SENTIMEMTALIST: Wiere .-'fr-l.}'rm sewinit do dorke tlie el anvel your anidience
Hext?

BRET: W just starced playing with swo new peaple, Greg, Gibbs (bass) and
Jason Fareell (deoms). W did our firse show inowith live dooms in aboue 4

vears base week and i owas a |||.IIE{L' SUCCLSS, S0 W T I.'."illr_'. v work on nlnil'lg,:
miore live shanws with than formar. We're taking it one step at a time, bt Fm
really looking forward o writing songs Tor our thied album. 10 be iner-
esting to sec whiat we come up with,





